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‘Horrific tragedy 


Gunman kills 26 at small-town church service 


One family devastated 
as 3 members killed 


Mother, two daughters dead; 
son sustains serious wounds 


By LAUREN MCGAUGHY 


Staff Writer 
Imcgaughy@dallasnews.com 


SUTHERLAND SPRINGS — 
Five-year-old Ryland Ward has a 
mischievous smile that belies his 
sweet nature. He likes to pretend 
he’s driving, and even started the 
truck once when no one was look- 
ing, his uncle Michael remembers. 


The only thing that kept his 
nephew from taking off that day 
was that his little legs couldn't 
reach the pedals. Michael chuck- 
les, a strained laugh. But his smile 
tightens as he describes what hap- 
pened earlier that morning. 

Just after morning services, 
a gunman entered First Baptist 
Church of Sutherland Springs and 
opened fire. At least 26 were killed 
in this small town of just more than 


See FAMILY Page 8A 


PAXTON: Texans with guns can stop mass shooting. 6A 
EDITORIAL: ‘A small-town heart beats in all of us after Texas shooting. 10A 
VIEWPOINTS: If we can’t talk about guns now, then when? Michael 


Lindenberger says “Never.” 11A 


Nick Wagner/Austin American-Statesman 
Amid tears and grief, Mona Rodriguez held her 12-year-old son, J Anthony Hernandez, during a Sunday night vigil for the victims of the mass 
shooting at the First Baptist Church in Sutherland Springs. Authorities said at least 26 people died and 20 were wounded in the church attack. 


Jay Janner/Austin American-Statesman 
Police process the crime scene in Sutherland 
Springs, a small town near San Antonio. 


By ELINE DE BRUIJN and 
CLAIRE Z. CARDONA 
Staff Writers 


At least 26 people died 
Sunday after a gunman 
opened fire at a Baptist church 
in a small town southeast of 
San Antonio. 

Devin Kelley, 26, began 
shooting from outside Suther- 
land Springs’ First Baptist 
Church before he entered the 
building and continued gun- 
ning down the congregation at 
the 11 a.m. service. 

Kelley had been spotted 
about 11:20 a.m. at a gas sta- 
tion on the other side of U.S. 
Highway 87 before he drove 
up to the church about 35 
miles from San Antonio. 

Dressed in a ballistic vest 
and other tactical gear, Kel- 
ley was armed with a Ruger 
assault-style rifle, authorities 
said. His attack is Texas’ worst 
mass shooting ever, topping 
the 23 people murdered and 
20 more wounded at a Killeen 
Luby’s in 1991. 

Authorities have not of- 
fered any explanation for what 
led to Sunday’s rampage. 

As the gunman left the 
church, a town resident 
grabbed his own rifle and con- 
fronted him, said Freeman 
Martin, a regional director 
of the Department of Public 
Safety. The gunman dropped 
his weapon and fled in his ve- 
hicle, and the resident pursued 
him. 


See GUNMAN Page 8A 


Rampage renews 
debate over guns 


Leaders offer thoughts 
and prayers but little 
action on gun control 


By NICOLE COBLER 
and TODD J. GILLMAN 


Washington Bureau 


WASHINGTON — The 
Sutherland Springs church 
massacre reopened a gun con- 
trol debate that has raged for 
decades, erupting with fresh 
vigor with each new tragedy. 

Five weeks have passed since 
a rampage in Las Vegas left 58 
people dead, and the arguments 
and battle lines were still echo- 


ing in Congress. But the history 
of mass shootings in America 
suggests that this one won't 
lead to changes, either. 

Gun control advocates pre- 
dicted that Las Vegas would be 
a turning point for restrictions 
on guns — in particular on 
bump stocks, a device found 
in the shooters hotel room 
that allows rifles to be fired at 
nearly automatic rates. 

It hasnt so far. A biparti- 
san push to ban bump stocks 
seems to have stalled in Con- 
gress. The House has yet to 


see SHOOTINGS Page 9A 
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Metro, back page 


Papers show Russia ties 


Newly leaked documents 
show that, after becoming 
commerce secretary, Wilbur 
Ross retained investments 
in a shipping firm with 
significant ties to a Russian 
oligarch and Vladimir Putin’s 
son-in-law. 3A 


METRO & STATE 
Girl’s caretakers grieve 


Those who cared for or- 
phaned Sherin Mathews in 
the months before she was 
adopted by an American 
couple shared memories of 
the young girl. 1B 
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NATION & WORLD 
Trump fires up troops 
President Donald Trump 
kicked off an extensive swing 
nD through Asia with a cam- 
paign-style rally Sunday with 
U.S. troops in Japan. 2A 


Moving on up 


Ashley Landis/Staff Photographer 
Quarterback Dak Prescott celebrated after a touch- 
down in a 28-17 win over the Kansas City Chiefs. The 
Cowboys earned their biggest win of the season — and 
third victory in a row — Sunday, putting themselves 
back in the running for the playoffs. (Coverage, 1, 5-7C) 
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DALLAS 


7 things at stake 
in bond package 


Improving parks, 
streets, police security 
among propositions 


By TRISTAN HALLMAN 


Staff Writer 
thallman@dallasnews.com 


Dallas voters will decide 
Tuesday whether they want 
City Hall to take on $1 billion 
in debt to fix and improve pot- 
holes, parks, pedestrian safety, 
police security and more. 
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CAN WE trust Dallas to 
spend our money wisely? 
Robert Wilonsky, 1B 


The 10 propositions of the 
bond are a grab bag of repairs, 
replacements and shiny new 
amenities. 

More than 12,500 Dallas 
voters had already gone to the 


See VOTERS Page 5A 
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